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        WASHINGTON, D.C.  Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-MA) introduced bi-partisan House legislation to require all new HOPE VI housing projects to meet green standards.

  HOPE VI, a Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) grant program, is designed to revitalize the Nation's most severely distressed public housing.  The HOPE VI Green Building and Technical Assistance Act would require that HOPE VI projects meet the "Green Communities Criteria" for residential building and the U.S. Green Building Council's "LEED New Construction" standard for commercial structures.   The bill would also ensure that HUD will make planning and technical assistance grants available to applicants.

  Green Communities criteria and LEED criteria promote environmentally smart site planning, energy efficiency, and the use of building materials that promote healthier outdoor and indoor environments.  Both Green Communities and LEED have become the industry standard for green building.

    The bill's bi-partisan cosponsors are: Maxine Waters, Barney Frank, Wayne Gilchrest, Dave Hobson, Earl Blumenauer, Steven LaTourette, Ed Perlmutter, Jim Walsh and Mel Watt.

  "This bill makes good sense.  Green public housing will promote health, conserve natural resources, and will bring down energy costs for those who have the least to spare," Congressman John Olver said.  "Green homes are 30 percent more efficient than traditional homes and low-income families are expected to realize hundreds of dollars per year in reduced utility costs," he added.

   Buildings are responsible for almost 40 percent of U.S. energy consumption, with residential housing accounting for more than half of this total.  According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, in 2005 the residential sector also accounted for 21 percent of U.S. energy-related carbon dioxide emissions, a major cause of global warming.

  HUD's current energy efficiency standards for HOPE VI developments provide limited incentives to encourage green building.  For example, under the current selection criteria, HUD awards just one point out a total of 125 for the use of Energy Star products.

  While a number of states and cities have already incorporated green building criteria into their affordable housing programs, if this bill in enacted, HOPE VI would be the first federal housing program with green requirements.

   "It is time that we take a thoughtful, holistic approach to our federal housing policy," Congressman John Olver said.  "We need to link affordable housing with transportation and other community resources, as well as build in a more sustainable way.  This bill is just the beginning.  All HUD programs need to look at the big picture."

  "Rural Development, Inc. (RDI) heartily endorses Congressman Olver's legislative initiative to "green" affordable housing," said Paul Douglas, Executive Director of RDI, a Franklin County, MA non-profit committed to energy-efficient affordable housing.  "Green standards should be the established norm for all builders and developers (private, public, or non-profit) in the United States.  It seems appropriate that our nation's federal housing organization (HUD) should assume a leadership role in building healthier more affordable housing that makes both economic and environmental sense."

  Congressman John Olver is the Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee on Transportation, Housing, Urban Development and related agencies. 

      For more information on affordable green housing in western Massachusetts, contact Paul Douglas, Executive Director of Rural Development, Inc. at 413-863-9781.

  For more information on HOPE VI, contact Ray Murphy of the Holyoke Housing Authority at 413-539-2202. 
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